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Youngsters Undertaking Task as Scout Project

By SUNNY WEATHERS

Neighbors around Armstrong
Park get a little nervous when
they see a group of teen-agers
climbing over the old
locomotive, banging away with
hammers and scraping off
paint.

The police have been called
out three times in the past
month to investigate the
“vandalism” of the engine.

But, if neighbors would look a
little closer they would soon see
that Jason Griffith & Co. aren’t
damaging the city landmark,
{)hey’re just sprucing her up a

it.

Jason, 15, decided to paint the
locomotive as his Eagle Scout
project. '

“I figured I could just paint
it,”” he said. At that rate, with

several helpers from his scout
troup, Jason figured the project
would take about three months.

Then, he went to see Gary
Anderson, director of the Parks
and Recreation Department.
More than a coat of paint would

.‘”

BOY SCOUT JASON GRIFFITH

be needed if the project was to
be a good one, Jason learned.

~ There were dangerous parts to

be hammered down and others
to be removed. Rust had to be
scraped off and hand sealed. A
primer coat would have to be
applied and two coats of paint
would have to dry before
varnishing could begin.

Part of the Eagle Scout
designation comes from
demonstrating an ability to
plan a project, supervise the
work, and carry it through to
completion, Nancy Griffith,
Jason’s mother, said.

Jason asked several mem-
bers from his Scout troup to
help him. His brother, Brent
(also working on his Eagle
Scout badge), Paul Barnes,
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