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From the Editor

by
Mark J. Redmond

Well another National Train Day has come
and gone. | cannot thank all of you enough for
your support of the event. We wound up with
38 members on hand throughout the day and it
was a HUGE success. The total number of
visitors was staggering and blew away last
years numbers.

With this success however, come some new
challenges for the museum. We are now at a
crossroad of now becoming more of a for-
thought rather than an after-thought
destination. Our visitor numbers have greatly
increased, there are more events planned in
the future that will make the museum a prime
destination.

One of the keys to our continued growth will
be asking for more help and involvement from
the membership.

| always welcome your input and feedback. |
can be reached at my new E-mail address of
mark.redmond@azrymeuseum.orq Thank
you for your continued support.

National Train Day

National Train Day was held May 8" this
year. The turnout was beyond anything we
could have hoped for. This year we had a
budget to do some advertising and it did pay
off. 1 was able to get 2 large banners that were
hung at the entrances to Tumbleweed Park
and the best thing is we can use these for
future National Train Day events for many

years. We also had posters and flyers that
were passed out to train stores and other
railroad venues in the valley. There were 5 (10
second) advertisements on a local radio
station’s morning traffic report. We had
several newspapers do stories on us and the
Arizona Republic had a front page story in the
local Chandler section. ABC TV 15 came out
and did 2 live stories Friday morning May 7"
and followed that up with a
reporter/photographer doing a follow up story
about the event Saturday. That story was
shared by 3 local TV stations but | was not
able to find out which of them may have aired
it. | know they got some great footage and
interviewed some of the guests.

New to this year's event was the Chandler
Police Department bringing out their hot rod
police cruiser which many people seemed to
enjoy. The Arizona Big Train Operators,
ATBO, set up a display of G-gauge trains
which the kids loved. We also had a food
vendor which was very busy selling drinks,
shaved ice and hot dogs.

How did we do you ask? Last year as you
may remember we were shocked by the 750
visitors we had. Well we reached that number
by 11AM! We had a total of about 1400
visitors! That is an increase of 88% WOW.

We again offered caboose rides. The
Plymouth ran fantastic much to Andy Szabo
and his crews delight. It carried 755
passengers and ran for 3 %2 hours straight with
no problems.

| am working on a more complete story with
statics, a copy of the radio ad and TV spot that
will be placed in the member’s only section of
the museum web site.
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ARM needs youl!

Yes, we are asking for your help. As our
museum continues to grow, we get busier and
busier. (Check out the visitor statistics story)
Now with the display area taking shape, a
need for a 3" and 4" docent on duty is only a
matter of time. Next season we will for sure
need a 3" docent to monitor the display area
of the building. It will not be possible for the
docent in the gift shop to properly monitor both
areas. Outside we will need a second person
as we get more visitors so we can monitor the
equipment and talk to our guests. It only takes
4 hours on a Saturday or Sunday. If you have
physical limitations, you can be assigned to the
gift shop or display area. It's a fun, easy way
to help make our museum better. If you are
interested e-mail Karen at kgchmiel@cox.net

25" Anniversary

| am still looking for any stories or pictures
any of you have and would like to share about
the early years of the museum.

E-mail me, redmus@-cox.net or regular mail to;
Arizona Railway Museum
Newsletter stories
P.O. Box 842
Chandler, AZ 85244

Boeing Day

April 10 was Boeing Day at the museum.
Boeing Day is where employees of Boeing
come out to non-profit organizations and help
them by doing work. This year Karen Chmiel
organized 35 Boeing employees to do 3
projects at the museum.

Wood planking was installed on the anode
card.

Wood planking was installed between the
rails in the speeder area.

Stairs going to the steam engine were
painted. This item makes it much easier and
safer for visitors to climb up to see the 2562
steam engine.

Visitor Statistics

For our 25" season, | have compiled a list of
statistics from the guest register book in the
Denehotso and wanted to share some of those
findings. Please note these stats do not
include National Train Day attendance and we
estimate the number of guests who do not sign
the register book at about 30% to 50%.

We had a total of 2217 guests visit from 38
states other than Arizona and 6 different
countries. We had 10 days with over 50
guests sign in and 24 days with 25 to 49
guests.

The most common way people found us was
1) the web, 2) driving by or sign, 3)
family/friends.

There will be a full report listed in the
member’s only page on the museum web site.

Crossing Signals

Just in time for National Train Day the first of
the crossing protection devices we have is now
working. The wig-wag signal that Jason Short
has been working on made its official debut on
National Train Day, with help from Will Oliver,
of the Union Pacific, who was able to figure out
the wiring to get the signal working. During the
afternoon of Train Day, | worked the signal
when the caboose came in to take on and off
passengers. It is currently a manual operation
with plans to set up a timer switch so in can be
turned on by guests. There will be a short
video on the museum web site so you can see
it in action.

We also just acquired an upper quadrant
semaphore signal. The signal appears to be in
pretty good shape.

ATSF #405 update

The hot water system was pressurized and
several leaks were discovered. Unfortunately,
they were located in the gas (LP gas) hot water
heater itself and the hot water holding tank
located above the forward hallway. Both of
these were removed and will be reinstalled at a
later date for historical proposes. The hot water
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faucet in the bathroom and in bedroom A, were
also adjusted. Timing is most important and we
had some great luck as the Union Pacific
asked us to remove some historical items from
the Phoenix Yard tower which is being razed.
We found a near new, small, water heater that
fit very nicely where the old holding tank had
been located. We now have hot water in the
car.

Some time ago, it was decided to replace
the clerestory vents where the window air-
conditioning units had been located back in the
fifties. Andy Szabo built the new vents and
they were installed during March before the
summer heat makes roof work impossible.
Interior clerestory glass that had been
damaged was replaced and the clerestory
windows were rebuilt with new sealing
material. We could not locate the exact
replacement glass however we did make all of
the panes in each room the same.

The Bleeding Blue china that was
reproduced by the Great Overland Museum in
Topeka, KS arrived. The Bleeding Blue is a
simple yet stylish pattern that was used on the
400 series cars. A set now resides in the 405.

The 405 also played host to the Santa Fe
Railway Historical and Modeling Society's
spring Board of Directors meeting in April.

Thomas The Tank Engine

The museum has been contacted by The
Tumbleweed Express about the museum
hosting a Thomas The Tank Engine event.
We are still a ways away from being able to
give much in the way of details. However, we
do know they are very interested in getting
their event into the Phoenix area. The event
would be held on 2 weekends in November.

Similar events have drawn thousands of
visitors in other cities. Being that Thomas has
never visited the Valley before the number of
people who might visit would dwarf this year’s
National Train Day event.

Adopt-A-Car Program

We still have a few cars available for the
Adopt-A-Car program. Similar to the Adopt A
Highway program, you would be responsible
for doing general clean up of the car you adopt
about once a month. It only involves general
cleaning. Vacuuming, dusting, window
cleaning is all that is being requested. Any
issue such as lights not working or damage
would be reported to the gift shop and the
information will be forwarded to the project
lead on that car. This will not only allow us to
open more of our cars but will help to maintain
them better. For more information or to Adopt
A Car, contact Jane Barton at
bartbarton@cox.net .

The cars that still need to be adopted are;
TC&G caboose

Santa Fe Caboose

Imperial Manor

2870 Coach

Regal Phoenix

Motive power update

Baldwin

Recent battery maintenance has allowed
the engine to be run on a regular basis. This
will allow the team to fire up the engine so it
can remain in working condition. Alan
Rybarchyk presented a poster-sized diagram
of the locomotive in time for Train Day. He
also made tags to hang on cab controls to help
guests understand everything.

Plymouth

The Plymouth has been running very well of
late. A routine changing of the oil and filters is
planned for the near future.

Speeders
Larry Benedict reported that both of the
museum speeders are now operational.
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SP valuation charts donated
By Steve Whisel

The Arizona Railway Museum was fortunate
to recently receive a large donation of items
from the Union Pacific. The Union Pacific
Phoenix Yard Office is slated for demolition
and as a result, a large amount of “surplus”
materials were destined for the trash.
Fortunately, a thoughtful UP employee
contacted the ARM and allowed us to gather
up items of historical value (one man’s trash is
another man’s treasure....). In this “trash” was
a huge pile of Southern Pacific Valuation
Charts. A Valuation Chart is a mile-by-mile
technical description of the railroad tracks and
structures. Most importantly, it lists all the
property acquisitions (some dating back to
1875!"). Each chart measures 25” x 60" and
covers only 4 miles of track (there is a lot of
detail). These charts were drawn in the 1940’s
and 1950's and updated as property was
bought and sold. Due to their extreme age and
hard life (working railroad documents) many of
the linen pages have become ripped, soiled,
torn, and extremely fragile.

Fortunately |1 was able to scan over 220 of
these charts using a large format scanner.
This effort has taken me (with help from
another family member) over 20 hours to patch
and repair the damage using archival
materials, then individually scan each drawing.
As an added bonus to ARM Members, | have
put all of these scanned charts on the
Members Only website at
http://www.azrymuseum.org/membership/Mem
berOnlyEntrance.htm

While other large collections of Arizona
railroad documents remain largely unavailable,
the ARM has made their collection available for
historical research and general interest.

Work continues to scan more as they are
found in the pile of donated drawings.

Member Directory

There have been some inquiries for a
membership directory to be available to
members. In the past it has been a policy not
to have one available to the general

membership to maintain member’s privacy.
However, as we are continuing to grow the
need for members to access each other grows
too.

Therefore the board has authorized a
membership directory be made available in the
members only section of the museum website.

This directory will only contain those that wish
to be part of the web directory. Those that
receive the newsletter by E-mail, please E-mail
Jane Barton at bartbarton@cox.net. Those
that get the newsletter by U.S. Mail, a form
was inserted in the newsletter. We will make a
form you can download available on the
museum website.

Please note that if you do not return the form,
check the ‘No’ box, or do not send an E-mail,
you WILL NOT be placed in the membership
directory.

VT&S Speeder
By Andy Szabo

George Barker repaired a major gash in one
of the wheels. He has straightened, cleaned,
and primer-painted the frame and wheels. He
has also done some infrastructure work around
the project, such as installing an overhead
canopy and A-frame hoist. That hoist will be
used for the next step, which is lifting the
engine from the frame to final-paint the
carriage and drive train.

Welcome New Members

Ree Grimes
Debbie Kolasa
Thomas G. Hoback
Dale Halsey
Richard Wilcox
John Julian

Robert K. Berglund
Andrew Meyer
Matthew Stull

Jim & Roberta Wick
Bruce C. Frier

Tom Baribeau
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Photo by Andy Szabo. Alan Rybarchyk enjoying playing engineer in the Baldwin.
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The Wigwag signal up and running.

Photo by Bart Barton. The Plymouth as we received it in April, 1988.
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The line for the caboose ride during National Train Day.

Photo by Ken Dickinson. A crew from Boeing installs the wood planking on the anode car.
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Photo by Ken Dickinson. Another Boeing crew paints the 2562 access stairs.

Photo by Andy Szabo. Larry Benedict at the helm of the Baldwin.
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Photo by Ken Rhoads. The Bleeding Blue china set up in the 405.

Photo by Andy Szabo. A current look at the VT&S speeder
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Photo by Andy Szabo. The Baldwin fired up and ready to go.

Photo by Bart Barton. From the archives the Plymouth gets sand blasted.
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Photo by Craig Shields. Mark J. Redmond chats with TV 15’s Jodie Heisner and Isaac.

Photo by Craig Shields. Mark and Jodie getting ready for the second TV spot.
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Chandler Police officer Brian Reed and the CPD hot rod ready for National Train Day.

The Arizona Big Train Operators (ABTO) layout for National Train Day.
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Bart Barton, Ken Crompton and Paul Harrington resting before a long day of caboose rides.

The 2562 has a nice size line for National Train Day.
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Later in the afternoon, we still have a good crowd for National Train Day.

Photo by Bart Barton The control box for the Upper Quadrant Semaphore.
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Photo by Bart Barton. The Upper Quadrant Semaphore mast.

Photo by Bart Barton. The Upper Quadrant Semaphore signal.
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Photo by Dan Melucci. A young visitor enjoying the ABTO layout.

Photo by Dan Melucci. Uh Oh. Hobo Joe being escorted by the railroad police.
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Photo by Bart Barton. The SP7130 steam crane in service November 1976.

Photo by Bart Barton. The SP7131 crane tender in service in November 1976.
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P. O. Box 842 Chandler, AZ
85244 Sat. & Sun. 12:00 —
4:00 (480) 821-1108

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP AND FOR THE A.R.M.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting rights. Dues are
a single $300.00 payment.

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting
rights. Dues are $25.00 per year.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: A family living in the same household, entitled to ~~ all

museum benefits, with full voting rights for one pe rson only. Dues are $30.00 per year.

SENIOR CITIZEN MEMBERSHIP: A person over age 62, entitled to all

museum benefits, with full voting rights. Dues are $20.00 per year.

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting
rights. Contribution of more than $50.00 but lesst  han $500.00 per year.

CORPORATE SPONSORS: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting

rights for one person. Contribution of $500.00 orm  ore per year.
Membership renewals are due on January 1st. Make ch  ecks payable to: Arizona

Railway Museum, Inc. Mail to: Membership Chairman A rizona Railway Museum

P.O. Box 842
Chandler, AZ 85244

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE A.R.M.

Yes, | am interested and concerned with the preserv  ation, restoration and exhibition of
relics, artifacts and materials pertaining to the r ailways of Arizona and the Southwest. |

hereby apply for membership and submit my check or money order for the amount of
$ for one year's dues. ( Please check the appropriate item )
Life Regular Family Senior Citizen Sustaining

Corporate Sponsor

Name,

Address

City State, Zip

E-Mail

Family Names (as applicable for Family Membership )

Phone No. Signature of Applicant

Please check your particular interests and experien ce:_ Restoration___
Carpentry/Woodworking __ Electrical/Mechanical _ __ Painting ___ General
Maintenance _ Research ___ Clerical

Public Relations Other.
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